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A Letter from the President
Dear ASWIS Membership:

The Alliance continues to experience substantial growth. With this growth comes more 
opportunity and a greater need for sport social workers to rise to the occasion. As we see more 
prospects in the job market, more injustices requiring our advocacy, and a larger societal 
awareness of our field, we need all of you to maintain this momentum and meet demands. 

All of this starts with a conscious effort to help sustain the Alliance. We must all do our part to 
support one another's personal and professional growth. I consider it one of the greatest blessings 
in my life to work with and gain inspiration from each of you. I get reinvigorated with each 
phone call, celebrate each of your successes, and feel stimulated as a leader knowing where each 
of you wants to take the sport social work profession. To be a part of this is not only special - but 
it gives a purpose to my daily life.

In the next month, each of you will have an opportunity to increase your effort in the Alliance. 
We will host our first "official" election to welcome new leadership to our Executive Committee. 
We recognize the need to infuse this group with fresh ideas. We also need to build the future 
leaders of our non-profit. In the past couple of days, you received a nomination form with 
available positions. Prayerfully consider how you might make a difference at the highest level of 
our Alliance. 

Sincerely,

Matt Moore, PhD, MSW

Fulbright Scholarship - Studying Sport Social Work in Romania

In addition to my presidential letter, I wanted to let our membership know that I received  a 
Fulbright Scholarship to study and research the role of sport social work in Romania. I received 
this five month opportunity (February - June of 2020) from the University of Bucharest. While 
in Romania, I will have the opportunity to work with NGOs and partnering universities 
throughout Europe to examine the role sport can play in community development, peace efforts, 
and childhood education. I will also get the chance to teach a couple of social work courses 
within their program. 

I am looking forward to representing the United States, ASWIS, and Ball State University on this 
international stage. While we've seen huge growth in sport social work throughout North 
America, progress across the rest of the world is much slower. I am hopeful this could be the 
opportunity our field needs to open global doors. 

I also get the chance to bring my family overseas with me. While this will be a culture shock to 
our entire family, it will leave us with memories and new perspectives. I will continue to serve 
ASWIS during my months away, but we will certainly need more hands on deck as tasks will be 
made a little harder with hours in time between us.
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New Members

Thank you to all our new members 
who joined in the last two months.

New members include: Amy Trussel, 
Emilie Moore, Jacqueline McLean, 
Dana Parrott, Barb Anthony, 
Ananda Rosa, Ashleigh Smith, John 
Castro-Tie, Paige Lawrence, Tanja 
Harris, Brit Gourdine, Thomas 
Karpinski, Carter Bain, Brody 
Leatham, Zach Draves, Simone 
Walton, Monica White, Tory Cox, 
Melissa Kortzman, Rachel Amity, 
Jessica Joiner, and Janice Hilliard
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Alliance Wide Call

Our next Alliance Wide call will be 
on Sunday, May 19th at 4pm EST. 
The call-in number is 712-451-0011 
(pin: 615476#). Special guest: 
Rebekah Conway Roulier from Doc 
Wayne.

Future calls will be on July 27th, 
September 28th, and November 
23rd. Mark your calendars! 



Committee Updates

• Education Committee - the committee is currently 
overseeing three cohorts in the Sport Social Work 
Certificate Program. We will look to accept our fourth 
cohort in the fall of 2019. ASWIS is also working to 
secure CEU credit for the certificate program.

• Early Scholars Committee - Over the course of the 
last academic year, members of the Early Scholars 
Committee have been busy networking and 
collaborating on a variety of scholarly initiatives. For 
instance, members of the committee have recently 
submitted several manuscripts and conference 
proposals (currently in review) that expound upon the 
integration of social workers in youth sport and 
competitive athletics. Additionally, members of the 
committee are in the process of finalizing several other 
projects. For example, one research project explores 
antecedents of aggressive and violent behaviors among 
youth sport participants. Another research project 
examines the conformity to hegemonic masculine 
norms and attitudes toward sexual relationships 
among college students involved in sport. As a 
committee, we believe that these scholarly initiatives 
will help to critically inform the policy, education, 
programming, and practices of social workers and 
other service-based professionals working within the 
broad area of sport. Additionally, we would like to 
welcome several new members who have recently 
joined our efforts: Marlene Holmes (Barry University) 
and Ashleigh Smith (The University of Texas at 
Austin). We also would like to congratulate Dr. 
Tarkington J. Newman who will be joining the 
University of New Hampshire on a faculty 
appointment as well as Carly Kimiecik who will begin 
her doctoral program at North Carolina State 
University!

• Research and Policy Committee - the committee is 
poised to review proposals for the 5th Annual Social 
Work in Sports Symposium. The committee also 
added another 40 articles to the research center. You 
can access the research center HERE.
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Social Media 
Campaign

#SocialJusticeInSports

The Alliance of Social Workers in 
Sports launched a brand new social 
media campaign.

We encourage all of our members to 
support these efforts through Twitter 
and Instagram. Multiple times each 
week our social media team is 
shedding light on athlete advocacy 
and volunteerism happening across 
the globe by youth, collegiate, and 
professional athletes. 

This campaign will take place 
throughout Student-Athlete Month. 
There will also be a "Throwback 
Thursday" where our team highlights 
a historical event in athletics that 
brought to life elements of social and 
economic justice. We would 
appreciate your commentary on the 
various posts. This is a strong 
marketing tool for the Alliance. 

"The Huddle" 
Podcast Series 
The Alliance of Social Workers in Sports 
and the Student-Athlete Mental Health 
Initiative are proud to release details of 
an upcoming podcast series entitled, 
"The Huddle." from May through 
October.

This monthly podcast will address the 
mental wellness of student-athletes by 
interviewing mental health experts, 
coaches, current and former student-
athletes and those in the sports 
community. These individuals will come 
from ASWIS, SAMHI, and their 
networks. 

Sample topics for the podcast series 
include: transitioning from sport, brain 
injury awareness, self-care in sport, 
international advocacy in sport, suicide 
in sport, and athlete success stories.  

Each podcast will be available on the 
ASWIS website, SAMHI website, 
through Spreaker (podcast software), 
and available on popular downloading 
sites.



ASWIS Re-Endorsed the NCAA Sexual Violence 
Prevention: An Athletics Tool Kit for a Healthy and 
Safe Culture

ASWIS endorsed the latest version of this tool kit as the legal 
and higher education landscape around sexual violence has 
evolved. The NCAA updated this resource to reflect pertinent 
changes.  Such an update allows NCAA member schools to 
better work through these complicated issues on campus, 
especially as they continue to develop robust educational 
material.
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Thank you to our practicum students!

ASWIS would like to thank Tiffany Scott and 
Cindy Weissmann-Gelb for their service as 
practicum students this semester. Tiffany and 
Cindy will continue working towards their 
MSW degree at the University of Alabama. If 
you know of any students interested in a 
summer or fall placement please email 
socialworkinsports@gmail.com. We would 
love to interview them and continue our part 
to engage social work programs in educating 
students about sport social work. 

The Alliance of Social Workers in Sports 
(ASWIS) is proud to release the call for 
proposals for the 5th Annual Social Work 
in Sports Symposium. The overall theme 
of this year’s symposium is integrated 
behavioral health for athletes. The 
symposium will bring together the 
spectrum of behavioral, mental, and 
physical health professionals who aim to 
positively influence the mental health and 
functioning of athletes. In college, 
professional, and Olympic sports there is 
a movement towards integrated 
behavioral health teams that include 
physicians, trainers, psychiatrists, 
psychologists, social workers, 
nutritionists, and other licensed 
professional counselors. 

The theme of this conference 
represents our efforts to bring these 
professions together, to present and 
discuss emerging evidence-based 
practice, and to embrace various 
perspectives that will help promote the 
positive health and well-being of 
athletes. To review the full call for 
proposals click HERE.

The deadline for submitting a proposal 
is Friday, May 10, 2019 at 8:00pm 
(EST). Authors will receive notification 
of acceptance by Friday, June 7, 2019 at 
8:00pm (EST). Proposals submitted 
after May 10, 2019 will be considered 
until the conference slate is full. The 
deadline for any consideration is 
Friday, August 16, 2019 at 8:00pm 
(EST).  

5th Annual Social Work in Sports Symposium
October 21st through 23rd in Denver, CO

ASWIS.ORG

Blogging for ASWIS 

We are actively searching for new blog 
posts for our website. Please consider 
how you can turn a conference 
presentation, personal story, or sport-
related conversation into an educational 
or motivational post. 

Certificate Program

Applications are currently being accepted 
for the fourth cohort of the Sport Social 
Work Certificate Program. ASWIS is still 
seeking qualified instructors for some of 
the courses. If interested please contact 
Dr. Emmett Gill 
(socialworkersinsports@gmail.com). 

Regional Presentations 

In the coming weeks you will learn about 
a new ASWIS initiative surrounding 
regional presentations. The Executive 
Committee along with several key 
members created a standardized 
presentation for delivery to local social 
work organizations. 

ASWIS has the goal of presenting this 
information to as many of the NASW 
chapters as possible across the United 
States. We will be reaching out to 
members in various reasons to discuss 
this possibility. We see this as an 
excellent marketing approach for the 
Alliance and an opportunity to educate 
new individuals about our field. 

https://www.aswis.org/job-center
https://www.aswis.org/2019-conference


Member Spotlight
Jevon Moore

Jevon Moore is an Athletics Counseling 
Fellow with the University of Michigan 
Athletics Counseling team. In this role, 
Jevon works with the athletic counselors to 
assist in providing a full spectrum of care 
and services for student-athletes ranging 
from performance concerns to everyday 
emotional stressors. 

In addition to clinical care and support, Jevon consults with a variety of student-
athlete support staff such as dietitians, pyschiatrists, doctors and trainers to ensure the 
most integrative care possible.

Jevon is particularly interested in helping student-athletes to purposefully and 
mindfully reduce the effects of mental illnesses like depression and anxiety during 
their transition into and out of college. Drawing on over 10 years of experience in 
student development, he is passionate about interpersonal relationships, in particular 
their role in supporting a student-athlete's growth and it's direct contribution to team 
dynamics. 

Jevon is originally from North Carolina having played football at North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh. As an undergraduate student he majored in Industrial 
Engineering focusing on systems management and cost reduction practices. He is 
married to Stephanie Moore, PhD, and together they have two sons, Baylan and 
Landon.

Student Project Update - Simone Walton 

Simone's Capstone is centered around bringing innovation to a wicked social 
problem. As such she is very interested in the well-being of athletes initially 
seeking to address behaviors of boy athletes in the late elementary/middle 
school years in order to prevent sexual and gender-based violence. She is 
working on creating an intervention to implement at athletic camps. As she 
continues to scale and iterate the model over the years she plans to look at 
interventions for coaches, parents, communities, etc but is starting with the 
boy athlete. Simone seeks resources, collaborations, and funding 

opportunities. 

ASWIS JOB CENTER 

The last two months saw multiple job opportunities for sport social workers. 
We had members land jobs at multiple college- and community-based 
programs. Please keep an active eye on our JOB CENTER. We post new 
opportunities each week.

Membership Announcements

• Former ASWIS Practicum Intern, Madison Hale, 
passed her MSW Licensure Exam. 

• Marlene Holmes will present, "Leaving Home: 
Psychological and Physiological Transition From 
Collegiate Sports for Black Women" at the NASW 
Florida Conference in June. 

• Alex Diaz will present, “Applying Sport Psychology 
Tools from a Family System Perspective," at the Family 
Institute of Westchester. He also had an article 
published by the USAPB entitled, " Teamwork 
Enhanced from the Inside Out." You can access the 
article HERE.

• Kim Gibson had an article, "Social Work Field 
Education - Changing with the Times," published in 
Social Work Today. You can access the article HERE.

• Jim Helling participated as a panelist discussing 
mental health in sports at the annual Association of 
Diversity in Sport event sponsored by the Isenberg 
School of Business at the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. He has also been invited to present the 
Changing Minds, Changing Lives resilience model at 
the next NCAA Sport Science Institute - sponsored 
Apple Training Institutes in January 2020.

• Amy Trussel was awarded Social Worker of the Year 
in Tampa Bay. 

• Corinne Coia accepted a position at Notre Dame as 
the Assistant Director for Student-Athlete Well-Being. 
She will also put on a two-day workshop for coaches, 
student-athletes, and athletic administrators on mental 
health at the University of Maine. 

• Geoff Cushner will be recognized by Springfield 
College School of Social Work as an award recipient for 
Field Supervisor of the Year. He has also been invited 
to be a guest lecturer  at Springfield College School of 
Social Work to speak on the topic of sport social work.

• Wedding bells were ringing for Danielle Finke. 
Danielle also graduates with her MSW in May from 
Indiana University. She just completed a practicum 
placement within the IUPUI Department of Athletics. 

• Lorin Mordecai presented, “Addressing 
Interpersonal Violence and Sexual Violence in 
Intercollegiate Athletics,” at the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) Convention in West 
Palm Beach, Florida.

• Rick Weaver and Matt Moore presented, 
"Sustaining Professional Boundaries in College 
Athletics," at the NAIA Convention. 

• Stephanie Falotico received a promotion to clinical 
supervisor. 

• Brad Hambric will present at the NATA 2019 
Conference a presentation entitled, "It's not just 
Physical: How can Athletic Trainers Assist with 
Improving Mental Health Care for Student-Athletes?" For more information please contact us at

P.O. Box 592664 
San Antonio, TX 78259
Tel: (800)567-1178
Fax: (765)285-1029 socialworkinsports@gmail.com
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http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/73abbb6c#/73abbb6c/7
https://www.usabp.org/page-1075470/7282091



